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Oriental Representations of Sufi Orders in Algeria: A Reading of Backgrounds and Colonial
Contexts

Abstract: This study analyzes the representation of Algerian Sufism in French Orientalist writings by
examining the epistemological frameworks and colonial contexts that shaped these narratives. It
investigates the tension between objective scientific inquiry and the functional role of Orientalism as a
colonial project designed to understand and control indigenous religious and social structures. By
exploring how these writings perpetuated enduring stereotypes and misconceptions, the research
assesses their lasting impact on contemporary academic discourse regarding colonial legacies. The
study deconstructs the portrayal of Zaouias and Sufi orders, highlighting the diverse perspectives of
French Orientalists who perceived Sufism either as a mechanism for social regulation or as a vital force
for collective consciousness and anti-colonial resistance.

Keywords: Algerian Sufism, French Orientalism, Zaouias and Sufi Orders, Colonial Context,
Stereotypes, Colonial Legacy.
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