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The Algerian Alawiyya Zawiya: From Maghrebi Specificity to Global Extension
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Abstract :

This presentation examines the Algerian Alawiya Zawiya as a pioneering model of the
Sufi school in Algeria, tracing its trajectory of transformation from Maghrebi particularity to
global extension. The study addresses a central question: how did the Alawiya Zawiya
transition from a local spiritual space in Mostaganem to a global network spanning three
continents, and what is the relationship between its Maghrebi particularity and its
geographical extensions? It aims to uncover the cognitive structures upon which the Zawiya
was founded, analyze the mechanisms of spiritual communicability it established in the
Islamic West, and document its geographical and diplomatic extensions. The presentation
adopts a historical analytical approach, drawing on multiple academic sources in Arabic,
French, and English. The study concludes that the Maghrebi particularity, based on Maliki-
Ash'ari foundations and the refinement of Andalusian and Eastern Sufi paths, did not hinder
global extension but rather formed a solid foundation that gave the Zawiya its distinctive
identity. The presentation also highlights the religious diplomatic dimension of the Zawiya,
embodied in the "International Day of Living Together in Peace" initiative at the United
Nations and its role in combating extremism in the Sahel region, making it a model of
Algerian soft power.
Keywords: Alawiya Zawiya — Maghrebi particularity — global extension — spiritual
communicability — religious diplomacy.
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