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Abstract

This paper analyzes the Sunni reference in the Sufi thought of Sheikh Abd al-Rahman Bash
Tarzi (d. 1222 AH/1807 AD), a preeminent figure of the Rahmaniyya Order in the city of
Constantine. The Sheikh was uniquely distinguished by his dual authority: his official role as a
leading jurist and Mufti of the Hanafi school, and his leadership of a Sufi order rooted in the
Maliki school.

The study aims to elucidate the balance established by the Sheikh between scriptural
constraints (the Quran and Sunnah) and experiential mystical practices. It examines how this
"Sunni disciplinary reference" facilitated a Sufi model that gained widespread acceptance among
both the scholarly elite and the general public. Furthermore, the paper highlights the practical
impact of this intellectual framework on the expansion of the Rahmaniyya Order across Eastern
Algeria, where Sufi lodges (Zawiyas) under his guidance evolved from purely devotional spaces
into centers of scientific and social enlightenment. The study concludes that the Rahmaniyya
Order’s success in proliferating and overcoming sectarian and social obstacles was primarily
contingent on the Sunni depth and intellectual sobriety that characterized Sheikh Bash Tarzi’s
methodology.

Keywords: Sunni Reference; Sheikh Abd al-Rahman Bash Tarzi; Sufi Thought; Rahmaniyya
Order
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