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Abstract

This paper aims to highlight the features of the attention given by the Algerian scholarly
tradition to the book A/-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyya by Imam Aba ‘Isa al-Tirmidhi, through a
hadith-based approach that demonstrates the integration between transmission through
isnad and precise hadith verification, moving beyond purely devotional or homiletic

readings.

The study begins by tracing the ways in which the book was received in the Algerian milieu,
particularly through recitation and listening sessions (majalis al-iqra’ wa-I-sama’) held in
mosques and traditional learning centers (zawiyas), especially during religious seasons. In
these gatherings, the book was read in full or in part, accompanied by brief explanations and

collective study, reflecting its role in both scholarly formation and spiritual education.

The paper also examines the aspect of transmission and isnad by presenting examples of
chains of transmission that reached Algeria, highlighting the links between Algerian scholars
and the broader networks of transmission in the Mashriq and the Maghrib. It also sheds light
on their diligence in documenting audition (sama’) and authorization (ijaza), demonstrating

their integration into the wider hadith scholarly tradition of the Muslim community.

Furthermore, the study explores a number of hadith principles derived from the chains of
transmission and the narrators of A-Shamail, such as rules regarding the general usage of
narrator names, the precision of diminutive and augmented forms, the consistency of
vowelization in names, and the absence of certain forms or names in the text as a recognized
hadith-related indicator for resolving ambiguity. The study also addresses principles related
to kunyas (agnomens), identification in cases of general mention, and specific characteristics

of certain chains of transmission.

The paper concludes that the Algerian scholarly engagement with Al-Shama’il al-

Muhammadiyya represents a disciplined scholarly model that combines documented

3



transmission, hadith expertise, and an educational function, contributing to the
consolidation of the centrality of the Prophetic Sunnah in both scholarly study and practical

emulation.

Keywords:
Al-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyya, al-Tirmidhi, Algerian scholarly tradition, isnad, hadith

verification, recitation, hadith principles.
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