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Aspects of Algerian Scholars’ Scholarly Engagement with Sahih Muslim in the

Fourteenth Hijri Century
Abstract:

Muslim scholars have accorded Sahih of Imam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj outstanding and sustained
attention, extending to the full range of scholarly service available to them, transmission and critical study,
reception and delivery.

This enduring preoccupation is rooted in the distinctive features and methodological strengths of this
hadith compilation, which led the Muslim community to receive it with broad acceptance and to support
it with comprehensive scholarly care across fields and specializations. Within this wider tradition, Algerian
scholars made notable contributions to the service of Imam Muslim’s Sahih across successive historical
periods in Algeria.

This focused paper seeks to identify the principal manifestations of Algerian scholars’ engagement
with Imam Muslim’s Sahih during the fourteenth century AH. It documents—on an objective basis—
their participation through multiple avenues: public reading and pedagogical transmission; commentary
and explanation; the granting and requesting of scholarly authorization (ijjazah and istijazah); and
scholarly commendation and defense of the work. It further highlights the pervasive integration of its
narrations and hadiths into diverse branches of Islamic learning, including theology and jurisprudence.
Taken together, these indicators confirm the continuity and vitality of the transmission chains (asanid) of
this compilation within Algeria during that critical period, despite the pressures and disruptions associated
with the French colonial invasion.

Keywords: scholarly engagement; scholars; Algeria; Sahih Muslim; fourteenth century AH.
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