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Abstract:

This study addresses the problematic relationship between the profession of journalism and the professional standards
that govern its media conduct, on the one hand, and the prevailing legislative and cultural references in conservative
societies, on the other. It begins with a central question: How do legislative references in conservative societies, particularly
in the western Algerian region, influence the formation of a journalist's identity and professional values?

This study addresses the problematic relationship between the profession of journalism and the professional standards
that govern its media conduct, on the one hand, and the prevailing legislative and cultural references in conservative
societies, on the other. It begins with a central question: How do legislative references in conservative societies, particularly
in the western Algerian region, influence the formation of a journalist's identity and professional values?This study aims
to understand the nature of this overlap between the legal and professional dimensions and analyze its implications for
daily media practice by surveying the opinions of a sample of journalists working in the region. The research is divided
into three main axes: the methodological aspect, which presents the type of study and the tools used; the theoretical
framework, which addresses the concepts of journalistic identity and legislative framework; and the analytical aspect,
which addresses the results of the field study. The results revealed that a number of journalists face difficulty in reconciling
adherence to professional standards, on the one hand, and submission to legislative and cultural constraints that restrict
freedom of expression, on the other. The study also revealed a growing awareness among journalists of the need to balance
professionalism with respect for the societal context, without compromising the fundamental principles of journalism.
Keywords: journalistic identity, professional values, legislative reference, conservative societies, western Algeria.
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