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*«Culture is said to be one of the two or three most complex words in english language, and the

the term which is sometimes considered to be its opposit- nature- is commonly awarded the

accolade of being the most complex of all»:Terry Eagleton :Idea of Culture,Blackwell
Publishing,,First published,2000,P:01.
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L« If the first importent variant in the word “culture” is anti-capitalist critique, and the second a
narrowing-cum-pluralizing of the notion to a whole way of life, the third is its gradual
specialization to the arts. Even here the word can be shrunk or expended, since culture in this
sense can include intellectual activity in general (science, philosophy, schoralship and the like),
or be slimmed down even further to allegedly more "imaginative" pursuits such a music,
painting and literature»: Terry Eagleton : Idea of Culture, P.30:
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3 «l advocate postructuralist methods that treat phenomena as texts linked with other

surrounding intertexts and cultural archives» .Vencent.B.Leitch: Cultural Criticism Literary
theory poststructuralism, columbia university press, new york,1992, P:03.
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! «The primary objective of this book is to argue for a cultural criticism broadly informed by
poststructuralist thinking».lbid,P:ix.

2 «Several noteworthy shifts regarding cultural criticism occurred within academic literzry
circles between the 1930s and 1960s. A taboo against engaging in cultural criticism was
encouraged and enforced by formalists, particularly in the immediate postwar period. This
taboo was undermined during the 1960s, first by myth critics, ethnic antellectuals, New leftists,
and feminists, and then by numerouse others, including mainstream liberals. During the time of
the second transition the practice of cultural critique increasingly challenged the taboo on
cultural inquiry, revealing a shift in interest to ethics, politics, and social activism». 1bid,P:xi.
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! «While cultural criticism has been practiced for several cencuries, che recerit advent of
"theory™ has revitalized and transformed it. In this context, my own project seeks not to restore
forerunners of cultural criticism, but to illustrate the weak points of influential pre- decessors,
cultural critics and otherwise, showing how poststructural- ism offers useful supplements to
reigning modes of critical inquiry». Vencent.B.Leitch: Cultural Criticism Literary theory
poststructuralism, P :163.

2 «Postructuralism, like newpragmatism, collapses the traditional theory/ practice distinction,
framing "theory™ as one mode of practice, neither transcendental nor privileged. Theory is not
superior to practice. None of this, however, spells the end of theorizing; it revalues and
resituates theory. Among literary scholars and critics there are numerous pratices, and literary
theory represents only a small segment of a complex field. At certain historical times and
places close reading ( so-called pratical criticism) has held sway, giving rise to an
antitheoretical ethos. At other moments and sites "theory" has held pride of place over practice.
In both cases, it is not a matter of epistemology, but of the history and sociology of
knowledge» .Vencent.B.Leitch: Cultural Criticism Literary theory poststructuralism,P :xiii-
Xiv.

3 «The turn toward “discourse” as the object of scrutiny and ideological analysis as a main
method of investigation bears witness to a resurgence of cultural criticism» Ibid,P:ix.

%« The widespread interest in "discourse” as opposed to belletristic "literature” testifies, no
doubt, to the expanding social importancce of popular culture and mass media and the
decreasing status of canonical literature. Significantly, changes have occurred not only in the
objects of study but in the methods of analysis». Ibid,P:ix.
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! «Literary critics frequently call into service sociological, historical, political, and institutional
modes of inquiry-without giving up close reading and explication» Ibid,P:ix.

2« Several characteristics most clearely differentiate the project of cultural criticism from the
enterprise of conventional literary analysis.First, cultural criticism attends not simply to
canonical literature, but to a whole spectrum of so-called noncanonical and "nonaesthetic”
artifacts, phenomena, and discoures. Second, it regularly uses cultural critique and institutional
analysis as well as conventional critical methodes like textual exegesis and historical
background study. And third, what most readily distinguishes postructuralist cultural criticism
from other contending modes is its basic employments of textual and discursive models and
procedures derived from researchers such as Barthes, Derrida, and Foucault. for example,
Derrida's observation, articulated in of Grammatology that " there is nothing outside of the
texte"(158) provides a useful protocol ror postructuralist cultural criticism, as do key
deconstructive operations of Barthes and certain genealogical conceptualizations of Foucault,
as will be evident momentarily an throughout this book».Vencent.B.Leitch: Cultural Criticism
Literary theory poststructuralism, P :03.
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! «literary and cultural criticism are not identical ; they share areas of overlap. It is possible for
literary intellectuals to undertake cultural criticism without giving up literary interests(...)The
choice Dbetween literrary and cultural studies is best conceived as both/and, not
either/or».Ibid,P :xiv-xv.
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L« Here | substitute for the linked concepts of “ideology" and "social formation" the notion of
"regimes of 'reason™ inspired by Foucault's earlier more limited idea, briefly sketched in "truth
and power”, of "regimes of truth"» Vencent.B.Leitch: Cultural Criticism Literary theory
poststructuralism P :03

%« Primarily, 1 am interested in opening up some useful possibilities to be gained for
postructuralist cultural criticism in its essential work of totalizing and atomizing regimes of
reason(...)l prefer to use regime of reason/ unreason to do some of the work of ideology »
Ibid,P :03

3« Using the model of the text, one is enabled to conceptualize politics, economics, ethics, and
the arts, for instance, as social discoures en coded in archival regimes of reason and open to
functionalist analysis and critique» Ibid,P :03

* «Since a regime of reason is, in any case, always undergoing processes of formation, having
numerous shifting and emergent recesses and margins, it approximates less a monolich than a
honeycombed cultural unconscious. At each given moment, contradictions, revisions, and other
distortions characterize a regime of reason/unreason, rendering it anything but a massive,
centralized, panoptical databank, control center, or Geist.» Vencent.B.Leitch: Cultural
Criticism Literary theory poststructuralism ,P: 04.

>« In the actual processes of investigation, therefore, regimes of reason/unreason appear as
coherent, complex, fragmented, or contradictory as an analyst allows». 1bid ,P: 04.

® «The discourse analysis promoted by cultural criticism aspires to study as many revealing
dimensions and facets of regimes of reason» » 1bid,P :04.
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! «A significant number of critical theorists have come by various routes in recent years to
focus intellectual inquiry on the roles of institutions in the constitution, maintenance, and
reproduction of modes of academic study as well as forms of cultural creation. Let me cite
several examples. Reader-response critics like Bleich and Fish find that pre- vailing "styles” of
reading are significantly shaped by institutional conventions and practices, leading them to
shift scholarly attention from texts to institutions. A similar trajectory is discernible among
structuralists like Todorov and Culler, who concentrate not on single works but on the
"inscicution™ of literature, specifically on systems of genres and reading protocols. Minority
critics, for instance Henderson, JanMohamed, and Gilbert and Gubar, encourage expanding
canons, which entails investigations of institutional processes of social exclusion and canon
formation. Certain French poststructuralists, particularly Deleuze, Lyotard, and Foucault,
expose to view the roles of key social institutions in establishing and maintaining the
authoritarian status quo of advanced consumer societies» 1bid,P :126
~ 36 ~



i) Blu¥y S uad) J ¥l J—adl

ol 5 Uamy 58 Ay s ) Sl s IS5 iyl gl oty 4y o | SIS
e 3l Ol o B e g als ol il

A& 3 W Al JlesW) e s (lees ) Qi) 3 adie i) o ba e BUal
Bl fabldl o Losb 355l Gl s pedl o ST AL a6 eVl odd 2o say sl
(Discipline  "aslaiy a3 0" als” IO e ST Jlaee e ST WP Olee (3 alzesll
(Orientalism) "3),_zx W' 4lS Jo o daw 3509305 ((1979) and Punish)
ey Y bl I o ol o S Wi s U1 Sl ) ) J gt Oy e Y ((1978)
Fpafs xS s 4 i g bl a3 JusY) ogh by Yy 381 Olgme
Ccb all g okl e e SIS o iea Sty
B0 3 asgdyode o alan sl ol (3 (gl dulll B AB B2 e sbia OIS
Inal3) dns 30 OB LEIST Lo g in (6 gl g W) BUEN WD) g oyl » &l G a5l
seddt gk oy~ Jade OF Gl as Ddlols Llesdl g §ysl A il Bl o
e B3le Lge ey cBpaled) SLlbdl e W gdy dglew sll/a e lladd oy dlol)

' «Cultural cricicism seeks to avoid the belletristic and formalistic habits of isolating and

monumentalizing aesthetic works. To sacralize is to deracinate and mummify. The uestheric is

not limited to the classic but includes the common» » Ibid,P :167.

2 «While my position is that cultural cricicism must engage in institutional inquiry, the shift to

institutional studies among leading contemporary incellectuals neither avoids nor simplifies the

difficulties of reading and understanding cultural works. It does, | believe, considerably

strengthen criticism if only because it focuses intensely on intricate networks of power and

knowledge» » Ibid,P :127

3 «Insofar as poststructuralist cultural criticism is an academic project, the institution of the

university and its neigh- boring institutions and subinstitutions merit special attention»

Ibid,P :127
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! «I wane to close this line of thinking with several other supplements. Another name for
différance is instituting. "There is nothing outside of the rext" means chere is no escaping
institutions. we only just beginning to figure in institutions» » Ibid,P :144
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3 «Cultural cricicism seeks to avoid the belletristic and formalistic habits of isolating and
monumentalizing aesthetic works. To sacralize is to deracinate and mummify. The uestheric is
not limited to the classic but includes the common. The task of cultural criticism is co analyze
and assess the social roors, institutional relavs, and ideological ramifications of com- munal
events, institutions, and rexts. Against the weakening but still regnant scholarly focus on
aesthetic masterpieces of canonized high literature, cultural criticism advances the claims of
"low," working- class, marginal, popular, minority, and mass cultural
discourses».Vencent.B.Leitch: Cultural Criticism Literary theory poststructuralism P :167.
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! «t is not surprising that cultural critics share interests and methods not only with
anthropologists, historians, media specialists, and sociologists but with a wide arrary of
marxists, semioticians, hermeneuticists, mythographers, feminists, ethnic theorists, and
postructuralists» » lbid,P :x.
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