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Abstract

This thesis (Methods of the past scholarly writings about the prophetic
biography and the view of modernist thought) consists of two chapters, the
first of which concerns the methods of the scholarly writings about the
prophetic biography, in which we began by presenting the stages of the
formation and evolution of the first historical writings of the biography of the
prophet , and the methodological principles by which they evolved . The first
section is concerned with the research about the first beginnings and their
aftermath. In the second section, we divided the methods used in composing
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them, and this by considering the criteria of validity that the authors adopted,
into three approaches: the documentary approach, the narrative approach and
the modern historical approach. In this section, we discussed the documentary
approach, its characteristics, and the mechanisms by which it developed.

In the third section we discussed the emergence of the narrative approach and
its characteristics, the trends of the modern historical approach and its features,
and then we considered again the books composed according to the
documentary approach since most of the historical literature is of this type, and
consequently we proposed a systematic method for their . classification
according to the characteristics of each of them.

In the second chapter, we discussed the attitude of modernist thought
concerning the methods used in composing the Prophet’s biography, and we
introduced it with a section on the definition of modernist thought, its
intellectual foundations, and the date of its introduction to the Islamic and
Arab countries, and after that, we gave an overview of their views. In the
second and third sections, we gave a detailed presentation of their views,
dividing them into two major topics: methodological options and cognitive
implications, and we concluded by discussing the modernist alternative and
its methodological flaws.

Key words: prophetic biography,  method, isnad, modernity, History,
myth, orality, 1bn Ishaq, Arkun, Ja'it.
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