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! Sara Mills” Discourses of Difference: An Analysis of Women'’s Travel Writing and Colonialism,
outledge:London, 1991, p132.

2 Edward Said, Orientalism, p.387.
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! Zeynep Shelik, Displaying The Orient, (University of California Press, 1992) P81.
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Much 1l And So Little Good, (New York: The Penguin Press, 2006), pp 21-45.
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! Zachary Lockman, Contending Visions Of The Middle East: The History and Politics of Orientalism,
(Cambridge University Press, 2004), pp 132-156
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Abstract

There have been many approaches and readings, which dealt with the subject of Orientalism,
some of which have been characterized by condemnation and denunciation of Orientalist works
and products, and others focused on the Orientalist endeavours that took on slandering Islam and
the East in general. Yet, many of these works have overlooked studying Orientalism in its
epistemological roots, let alone digging into the depth of the subject genealogically and
archeologically. Hence, the study of the thinker Edward Said was an attempt to provide some
epistemological keys in the process of this excavation process that aims to dislodge hard rocks
that lie in the depths of Orientalism, and to dismantle the epistemological tools behind the entity
of the Orientalism discourse. Although E.Said’s analyses was dominated by political and
historical dimensioans, yet, his efforts had emphasized that Orientalism is interwined in many
ways with power, authority and subjugation, as all texts steming from the colonial administration
of non-European countries and regions. Edward Said, realized that the West, through the
Orientalism discourse, sought to create itself and its identity by defining another self, which he
thought it was different, hybrid and distorted from its image. Said discovered the
epistemological roots behind the process of classification, division and hierarchy that lie in the
heart of the Orientalism discourse, thus claiming to possess the truth oabout the East, especially
the Arab and Islamic world. He, furthermore, revealed the immoral tendency to claim the right to
represent the other, and possess the absolute truth about his life, customs, cultures, traditions and
religions and languages. Said, also emphasized the fact that the Orientalist text disregarded the
ethics of historical writing, which reflects a deteriorating Western conscience. Said revealed that
armies of authors, poets, writers, political scientists, historians, philosophers and anthropologists,
were the instrumental hand of the colonial system, in their countless efforts and undertakings
they rendered to colonialism, in the way that they assisted in establishing colonial power,
hegemony and authority on the East. Hence, this study comes as an attempt to identify the most
epistemological aspects in Said’s reading of Orientalism,dealing with synthetic paths that
followed the publication of “Orientalism”, which added to Said’s analyses and extending to the

study-area of what became known as post-colonial and post-Orientalist studies.



